Robert Piesen (1921-1977)
Sopecna krajina, 1956

Obraz Sopecna krajina byl namalovdn po navstévé Roberta Piesena v Rejvizu v Jesenikach,
kde se setkal s podivuhodnou krajinou — se scenérii s vyraznymi obrysy kopcu, objemy
stromU a lest a zejména s monumentdlnimi bludnymi kameny. Jeji rdz se doslova prelil

do obrazu. Hutné temné barvy na obraze prosvétluji Sedé odstiny ustfedniho motivu sopky.
V drsném, na prvni pohled nelibivém predivu forem a barev, Piesenova meditativni povaha
nachazela hluboké uspokojeni. Obraz vznikl v obdobi, kdy neoficidlni c¢eské uméni 50. let
20. stoleti vyuzivalo modernismus francouzského uméni a smérovalo k prvnim projeviim
abstraktniho uméni.

Robert Pisen se narodil v Zidovské rodiné. Jeho détstvi bylo tézké, vyristal bez matky.

Od roku 1936 studoval brnénskou Skolu uméleckych femesel, tehdy mu zemfel otec. BEéhem
totalniho nasazeni se dostal do Berlina, kde Zil ve strachu z prozrazeni. Robert Piesen nikdy
o svych vdle¢nych traumatech nemluvil. Byl vniman jako ¢lovék s ¢istou dusi, plny harmonie
a porozumeéni pro druhé. Na sklonku 50. let stale ¢astéji na platno vrstvil barvy; obrazy
zacinaji mit jiz velmi bohatou texturu. Lze dokonce hovofit o materializaci malby. Objevily se
na nich také texty v hebrejstiné. Vznikl cyklus Gehinnom, vénovaném pradavnému obétisti,
v némz autor motiv tlejiciho ohné a prfedevsim dramatickou atmosféru obétovani

a vykoupeni lidského Zivota sugeruje strukturalni abstraktni malbou. Spiritualni

a imaginativni malby Roberta Pisena byly vystaveny na legenddrni vystavé D v roce 1964

v Nové sini v Praze, spole¢né s dily Mikulase Medka, Josefa Istlera, Jana Koblasy, Karla
Neprase a jinych. Samostatna vystava Roberta Piesena v Nelahozevsi ve stejném roce jiz
nebyla povolena. Pfi cesté do Curychu se v roce 1965 Robert Piesen a jeho druzka Pavla
Mautnerova rozhodli republiku opustit, Zili ve Vidni a posléze v Izraeli v uméleckém kibucu
Ein Hod, nedaleko Haify. Prvni velkd vystava tvorby Roberta Piesena se uskutecnila v Armon
Gallery v Jeruzalémé v roce 1977, nékolik dni po jeho skonu.



Robert Piesen (1921-1977)
Volcanic Landscape, 1956

Robert Piesen painted Volcanic Landscape after visiting Rejviz in the Jeseniky Mountains
and encountering the remarkable landscape there — a scenery filled with the distinctive
outlines of hills, masses of trees and forests, and especially immense glacial boulders.

The landscape’s character was literally poured into the painting, with dense, dark colors
lightened by the gray hues of the central motif, the volcano. Piesen’s meditative nature
found a deep sense of satisfaction in this harsh, at first glance unpleasant combination

of forms and colors. The painting was made during a time in the 1950s when unofficial Czech
art worked with French modernism and was on its way to producing its first abstract pieces.

Robert Piesen was born into a Jewish family. He had a difficult childhood and grew up
without his mother. In 1936, he began studying at Brno’s School of Artistic Craftsmanship.
His father died around the same time. During the war, he was sent to Berlin as a forced
laborer, where he lived in fear of being discovered as a Jew. He never spoke of his wartime
trauma. Piesen was seen as someone with a pure soul, full of harmony and understanding
for others. In the late 1950s, he increasingly layered his paints on the canvas to give his
works a rich texture. One could even call his pieces material paintings. Some included writing
in Hebrew. In Gehinnom, a series whose titled is a reference to an ancient place of sacrifice,
Piesen evokes the motif of a smoldering fire and especially the dramatic atmosphere

of human sacrifice and redemption through structural abstract painting. His imaginative,
spiritual art was exhibited at the legendary Exhibition D held in 1964 at Prague’s Nova Sin
exhibition hall, which also included works by Mikuldas Medek, Josef Istler, Jana Koblasa,

and Karel Nepras, among others. A solo exhibition planned that same year in Nelahozeves
was not permitted. While on a trip to Zurich in 1965, Piesen and his partner Pavla
Mautnerova decided to emigrate. They lived first in Vienna and subsequently in Israel,

on the Ein Hod artists’ kibbutz near Haifa. The first large-scale exhibition of Robert Piesen’s
work was held at Jerusalem’s Armon Gallery in 1977 just a few days after his death.



