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Frantisek Skala (1956), sochar, malit, ilustrator, literat, hudebnik, tanecnik, drzitel ceny
Jindficha Chalupeckého i cen za ilustrace, ¢len Tvrdohlavych, herec Divadla Sklep, zpévak
MTO Universal Praha a kapely Finsky barok, ¢len Tros Sketos, skuteény ¢len tajné organizace
B.K.S., komtur Radu Zelené Berugky, to vie charakterizuje renesanéni zabér mnohotvarného
umélce a autora nasi Kralovny. FrantiSek Skala je romanticky solitér ¢eského uméni, ponékud
mystifikator, nékdy i provokatér a sarkasta oplyvajici silnou autorskou imaginaci a poetickou
originalitou, kterd napliuje jeho dila tu napétim, tu mystikou, tu iracionalitou, jinde
grotesknim ironickym ¢i sebeironizujicim humorem.

Jiz od stredoskolskych studii se zabyva rfezbarstvim a dfevem. A dievo ve formé pfirodni
nebo opracované se také v jeho tvorbé objevuje velmi ¢asto. FrantiSek Skdla rad a hodné
cestuje, takze kromé tradi¢niho stfedoevropského nebo tropického drivi obcas do svych dél
zakomponuje i exoticky ptsobici dfevitka australska nebo tfeba mexické koreny. Casto
pouziva také kize nejroztodivnéjsiho plivodu, které kombinuje s kovem, dievem a dalSimi
materialy (drapky, kosticky, krovky, lisejniky, SiSky, hlina, sklo, chlebova plisen, trouchnivéjici
koberec, papirové linoleum, molitan, uméla hmota a mnoho dal$iho). Hleda tyto dlomky
pfirodniho i umélého puvodu kudy chodi a zachranuje je pro budoucnost, jinak by zanikly
plUsobenim ¢asu, pfirodnich Zivlu, lidskym pfic¢inénim nebo naopak ¢lovéci netecnosti. Ze
spousty rozlicnych jednotlivosti (obcas i samostatné a pavodné nevdbnych) dokaze vykouzlit
dila novych vyznamu plsobiva svou hravosti, fantazii, humorem i nadsazkou, jindy mystikou.
Skalav obdivuhodny , recyklovaci” zplsob tvorby je i v rdmci mezinarodni vytvarné scény
ojedinély a nezaménitelny.

Frantisek Skala miluje pfirodu a na starém statku na DreviCi travi své nejstastnéjsi chvile. A
mozna pravé tam, daleko od civilizace a blizko mystickému keltskému hradisti, vytvofil i
Kralovnu. Socharsky portrét jako tradi¢ni Zanr mnoha umélc(i zndme v podobé bust trpélivé
vytesanych do kamene nebo plastik plvodné modelovanych ve tvarné hliné. FrantiSek Skéla
ovsem k Zanru pfistoupil po svém, vytvoril objekt sestaveny z nékolika komponentu a
raznorodych materidld. Hlavni ¢ast tvofri kus dfeva hladce obrouseného dlouhodobym
plUsobenim vody, vy€esany drdol vznikl kombinaci dfevéné vétve, starych gumovych kolecek
a elektrikarskych kabell, ddma je ozdobena i brozi ze starické gumicky do vlast a plodu li-¢i,
ucho s ndusnici naznacuje pokroucena buZirka, jako podstavec slouzi dfevény ovalek, na
kterém se kdysi skvély jeleni parlizky. Objekt vznikl klasickym autorovym sklddanim zdanlivé
nekompatibilnich prvk( — vysledny portrét je krasny, plisobi vznesené, hrdé a vskutku
panovnicky, jak se na kralovnu slusi...
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FrantiSek Skala pursues sculpture, painting, illustration, literature, music, and dance. He
holds the Jindfich Chalupecky Award and has been widely acknowledged for his illustrations.
He is a member of the Hard-Headed art group, performs in the Sklep [Cellar] Theater, and
sings in the MTO Universal Prague and the Finnish Baroque bands. He is also part of the Tros
Sketos group. In addition, he is the “real member” of the BKS secret organization and the
Commander of the Order of the Green Ladybug. Skdla, an authentic Renaissance
multifaceted artist, is a romantic solitaire figure of contemporary Czech art — sometimes a
mystificator, sometimes a provocateur, and a sarcaste abounding in flowery imagination and
poetic originality. These features make his works full of tension, mysticism, and irrationality
as well as ironic or self-ironizing humor.

Skala has been involved in woodcarving and working with wood since his secondary-school
studies. Wood in its either natural or processed form appears very often in its oeuvre. He
loves to travel, and therefore incorporates not only Central-European and tropical wood, but
also Australian wood or Mexican roots into his works. He also uses leather of often bizarre
origin, combining it with metal, wood, and other materials (claws, small bones, wing-cases,
lichen, cones, clay, glass, bread mold, rotting carpet, paper linoleum, foam, plastic, and
much more). He searches for these fragments of both natural and artificial origin wherever
he goes, saving them for the future before they vanish under the impact of time, natural
elements, human intervention or, conversely, human indifference. He has the gift to
magically transform various items (which are sometimes unattractive as such) into works of
new meanings, characteristic of playfulness, imagination, humor, exaggeration, and
mysticism. Skala’s admirable “recycling” method is unique and unmistakable even within the
international art scene.

Skala loves Nature and his happiest moments are those spent on an old farm in the village of
Drevi¢. And perhaps there, far from civilization and close to a mystical Celtic settlement, he
created his Queen. We know sculptural portrait as a traditional genre represented by busts
patiently carved in stone or sculptures modeled in malleable clay. But Skala approached it in
his own manner in the Queen, and the result is an object created of several components and
multiple materials. The main part consists of a piece of wood smoothly sanded by long
exposure to water, while the combed bun combines wooden branches, old rubber rings, and
electricity cables. The lady’s decorative brooch is made of old rubber hair band and litchi
fruit, while her ear is suggested by twisted plastic sheathing. The base is a small wooden oval
that once served to support deer antlers. The object originated via composing seemingly
incompatible elements, so characteristic of the artist. And the resulting portrait is beautiful —
it looks sublime, proud and truly sovereign, as befits a queen...



