Bohumil Kubista (1884-1918)
Cirkus, 1911

Vynikajici obraz Cirkus patfi k ,chef-d ouvres” sbirek Galerie uméni Karlovy Vary. Je od jednoho

z nejvyznamnéjsich spoluzakladatell ¢eského avantgardniho uméni pocéatku 20. stoleti Bohumila
Kubisty. Malba byla realizovana v duchu kuboexpresionistickém, s velkym dirazem kladenym na
promyslenou kompozici a barevnou skladbu. Znamena to napfiklad to, Ze balancuijici figury artist(
zaujimaji polohu na ose obrazu a tim na sebe poutaji pozornost. Zaroven pohybem pazi do stran
rozvolfuji toto prisné usporadani. Cirkusova aréna s pfihlizejicimi divaky je ¢lenéna horizontalnimi
|6Zemi, které svoji orientaci vyvazuji zminovany vertikalni akcent. Stylizace postav nejen v popredi,
(zafnym ptikladem je ¢erveny klaun vpravo), jejich obliceji a klobouk, odkazuje ke kubistickym
principtim, [épe feceno k fazi raného analytického kubismu, kdy tvary tvofi geometrizujici prvky —
Ctverec, trojuhelnik, kruh, obdélnik, lichobéznik apod. To vse je podpofeno dokonale promyslenym
stfidanim pouze dvou barev, zakladni a dopliikové — ervené a zelené a jejich modelaci temnymi
odstiny. Takova nadsdazka, vskutku expresivni, do té doby novy nevidany jev v ceském malitstvi (ktery
oviem poutal mnoho dal$ich umélcti, jako byl Josef Capek nebo Vaclav Spala a dalsi), pridala
cirkusovému vyjevu na mimoradné plisobivosti. Dislednou analyzu vsech vytvarnych slozek Bohumil
Kubista uplatrioval pfi budovani kazdého svého obrazu. B. Kubista byl nejenom malifem, byl téz
autorem kritickych a teoretickych stati, vystavoval na dvou vystavach Osmy v roce 1907 a 1908,
signalizujicich ndstup nové umélecké generace.

Kubistlv osud byl pohnuty. Jako nemanzelsky syn mél cestu za vzdélanim velmi sloZitou. Hmotna
bida a neustala nouze ho nakonec pfinutily k rozhodnuti, Ze se v roce 1913 stal aktivnim dlstojnikem
rakousko-uherské armady. Ne vSichni ¢esti umélci jeho rozhodnuti pochopili. Historicky den 28. fijna
roku 1918 stravil Bohumil Kubista se svymi pFateli Janem Zrzavym, Vaclavem Spalou a dalimi na
Vaclavském namésti. Byl G¢asten vyhladeni Ceskoslovenské republiky. M&l mnoho pland. Zahy poté
ho zacal jeho kolega a pfitel Jan Zrzavy postradat. Po mésici nasel jeho télo v marnici Vojenské
nemocnice v Praze. Dne 27. listopadu 1918 zemfel velky umélec Bohumil KubiSta na Spanélskou
chripku.



Bohumil Kubista (1884-1918)
Circus, 1911

The excellent painting Circus ranks to the “chef-d'oeuvres” held by the Karlovy Vary Art
Gallery. It is by one of the most prominent co-founders of Czech avant-garde art of the early
20™ century, Bohumil Kubista. The painting was executed in the spirit of Cuboexpressionism,
with great emphasis laid on thoughtful composition and color scale. The equilibrating figures
of the acrobats take up a position on the painting’s axis, and thus steal the viewers’
attention, while at the same time loosen this strict arrangement by moving their arms
sideways. The circus arena with the spectators is divided by horizontal boxes, whose
orientation balances the aforementioned vertical accent. The stylization of the figures not
only in the foreground (the red clown on the right is a shining example) and their faces and
hats refers to Cubist principles. Or, better put, to the stage of early Analytical Cubism, when
shapes are formed by geometrizing elements — squares, triangles, circles, rectangles,
trapezoids, and so on. All this is supported by a perfectly elaborated alternation of only two
colours, the basic and complementary one —red and green, and their modelling with dark
shades. Such an exaggeration, truly expressive, was a new phenomenon unprecedented in
Czech painting until then. (It, however, attracted many other artists, such as Josef Capek and
Vaclav Spala.) It added an extraordinary impressiveness to the circus scene. Bohumil Kubista
applied a rigorous analysis of all artistic components in the construction of each of his works.
He was not only a painter; he also wrote critical and theoretical essays. He was part of two
exhibitions of the Osma [Eight] art group, held in 1907 and 1908, which signalled the arrival
of new artistic generation.

Kubista had a troubled fate. Being an illegitimate son, his path to education was very
difficult. Material poverty and constant hardship eventually forced him to become an active
officer in the Austro-Hungarian army in 1913. Not all Czech artists understood his decision.
Kubita spent the historic day of 28 October 1918 with his friends, Jan Zrzavy, Vaclav Spéla
and others, on Wenceslas Square. He was present at the proclamation of the Czechoslovak
Republic. He had many plans. Soon after, his colleague and friend Jan Zrzavy began to miss
him. A month later, he found his body in the morgue of the Prague Military Hospital. The
great artist Bohumil Kubista died of Spanish flu on 27 November 1918.



